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96 THE CLASSICAL JOURNAL 

Mr. Davis says: "still we must start from Aristotle." "Aristotle is the best inter- 
preter of an essential link in the chain of political development." 

Preceding the translation is an analysis commendable both for its manner 
and for its reasonable brevity, and at the end there is an index reduced from that 
of the translator and compiled with special regard to the subject-headings. Since 
the Politics has to be treated "as a quarry of arguments and theories rather than 
as an artistically constructed piece of literature," such an index is a great help. 

A. H. Lloyd 
University op Michigan 



A Primer oj Classical and English Philology. By Walter W. 
Skeat. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1905. Pp. viii+101. $0.50. 

Over half of this little book is devoted to ablaut as exemplified in the seven 
classes of strong verbs in English. A chapter is given to each of the five e:o 
series, one to the a:a series, and one to the so-called reduplicating verbs. There 
are from a dozen to twenty-five examples under each. Consonantal relation 
is treated in chaps. 3 and 4, and in part of chap. 2. Grimm's law, s and w in 
Greek, rhotacism in Latin, and consonant combinations in Greek are among 
the topics discussed. The pronunciation of Latin and Greek, transliteration, 
Latin accentuation, and the weakening of vowels in Latin unaccented syllables 
are discussed in chaps. 1 and 2. 

The terminology throughout follows the English practice. Zend is used 
for Avestan, and the word "ablaut" does not occur. 

This book should prove useful (1) to teachers of Latin and Greek who have 
not had training in comparative philology and who wish to gain some insight 
into its principles, (2) for college or university classes in the elements of phi- 
lology. The chief value here would he in the compact lists of examples, though 
the author's brief explanations are, in the main, decidedly clear and helpful. 

w. c. gunnerson 
Yeatman High School 
St. Louis 



